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Railway Lines Through Farms

A recent death to afarmer’s son has highlighted
the dangersto farm workersfrom railway linesthat
passthrough farms. Thereisoften movement of
vehiclesand livestock acrossthelines. Thisbulletin
provides practical advice on waysto reducethe
risk to the farming community from these hazards.

Most of the advice comesfrom afarmer who has
such arailway linethrough hisfarmandiswell
placed to consider the practical difficultieshe has
to farm under.

Hesays.

“1 run a 335 hectare sheep and beef farm, and part
of thefarm (100 hectares) is separate from the
main block and isaccessible only by crossing a
railway line. Thisisfor both vehicleand livestock
movement.

Therewould bevery few daysthat | don’t use our
crossing to passover therail line. Theline€smain
function isthe provision of commuter servicesto
and fromWellington. Thisinvolveseight trains per
day at scheduled and generally reliabletimes.
Therearealso additional freight trains. Some
scheduled and sometimes not. Maintenance gangs
intheir small trucksalso travel thetrack in their
adapted vehicles. It'simportant to know what’s
happening ontheline. Therail people—Toll NZ
ph 0800 872 462 — can tell you.

| have had the occasional surprise but only one
fright. Once asilage harvesting machinewason the
trackswhen atrain was coming. The estimate was
that only 150 metres separated the train and driver

from sure disaster. Strong winds and noisefrom
the harvester made hearing thetrain difficult. Asa
result of thisincident Toll NZ contacted me and
asked that weimprovethe viewing fromtherail
line.

TheToll NZ standard isthat from the centre of the
line, if we move 5 metresleft and right we should
still have an unrestricted view for no lessthan

200 metres along the line. With the assistance of a
contractor weremoved sufficient treestoimprove
visibility substantially. We al so sprayed vegetation
alongsidetheline. Thisincluded gorseand grass.
Unfortunately the profile of thetrack cutsinto the
land on the southern side of thetrack sothat is
wheretheview isstill not asperfect asit could be.
Double gates are on each side of therail lineand
thismeansthat you haveto stop whenfirst going
over. However when returning back over theline
the gatesareinvariably still open (if there no stock
movements) and thereismorerisk at thispoint if
you don’t stop completely. | would add that having
acab on the tractor dampens sound too much and
asaprecaution | often turn thetractor off and
listen before proceeding.

Getting livestock over theline can present different
challenges. Small mobsthat know thedrill are easy
BUT mobs of young stock (e.g. 1200 freshly
weaned lambs) can bedifficult. | an generaly very
fussy about what dogs are doing and where | am
standing. Folding gatesinwards guidesthe stock a
bit better but could add risk to any train that did
arrive.
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What then are the key points or initiatives to
undertake so as to ensure a safe passage for
vehicles and livestock?

\ehicles

The guidance of Toll NZ’srepresentatives suggests
that at a distance of 5 metres|eft and right of the
centre of theline, there should be 200 metres clear
visonaongtheline.

How thisisachieved may vary. Treesmay need
removal. Gorse or broom (common weeds on
railway land) may need spraying and other weeds
and grasses may need spraying to enhancevision.
Thiskind of maintenance may need to be
completed twiceyearly. Thereisalso the option of
using special convex mirrorswhich givevision
down theline. These would need to be on both
sidesand in both directions (i.e. four needed).
Cost isafactor and the prospect of vandalismis
unfortunately high thereby rendering them usel ess.

Toll NZ are happy to provide guidance asto their
minimum requirements.

Livestock

Livestock provide more complex issuesto
manage.

Gates must preclude the entry of livestock onto the
lineat all times.

If cattle areto be crossed over the linethen the
option of putting electric fencing tape over theline
to act asaguide should be considered. (It need
not be electrified but will providea‘ mental’
barrier.)

Theuseof tapeasaguidewill help minimizethe
time and exposurethat cattlewill have*at risk’

Sheep need agreater physical barrier. The use of
docking scrim may be sensible for young stock or
mobsunfamiliar with the crossing.

Alternatively somefarmers now usethe orange
plastic netting (sometimes used for road works) to
guide stock when mustering for docking lambs etc.
Theorange netting ishighly visibleand easy to
handle. It could be quickly rolled up and stowed
safely at theside of thelinefor reuse at alater
date.

Thekey pointisthat if atrain or maintenance gang
did arrive at speed neither the tape or netting
would provide any danger to therail line user
whereas steel or wooden gates connected over the
linewould be ahazard.

Theuseof ‘guides’ of whatever sort minimizesthe
timelivestock spend crossing the line enabling the
stockman to be in the most appropriate placeto

observethelivestock and keep an eyeon theline.

Farmers should also be awarethat ‘ Train Control’
isaccessibleviaan 0800 number. They will know
of any unscheduled movementsor changesto
timetables.

Whilefarmerswill not alwaysknow whenthey are
going to move livestock over arail lineit isanother
potential safeguard for prepared movements.”

Other suggestions

Can alternative routes can be devel oped to limit
the number of timesyou need to crossthe lines?

Consider whether an underpass can be built.
Sometimes asubsidy from Local authoritiesor Toll
NZ may beavailable.

Conclusion

In conclusion, thefarmer isentirely responsibleto
keep thetrack clear for train traffic. As show
above there are many waysthis can be done. We
commend these commentsasreal and reasonable
suggestionsto improvefarmer safety near railway
lines.
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